Yunqing MEI, E-mail: drmeiyq2004@tongji.edu.cn 【Abstract】 Background and objective Lymphatic metastasis is the most important way for the spread of lung cancer and is one of the important factors affecting the prognosis. Existing studies showed that compared to middle or lower lobe NSCLC, upper lobe non-small cell lung cancer (NSCLC) has a higher probability of occurring regional mediastinal lymph node metastasis. The purpose of this study is to research the prognostic factors and lymphadenectomy of stage Ib upper lobe NSCLC. Methods A retrospective study of 147 consecutive subjects (76 and 71 for right and left upper lobe NSCLC respectively) who had undergone curative resection for stage Ib upper lobe NSCLC was performed. A total of 925 lymph nodes were removed during the surgery in all enrolled patients and a total of 491 mediastinal lymph nodes (266 and 225 for superior and inferior mediastinal lymph nodes respectively) were removed. Kaplan-Meier product method and Log-rank test were used for univariate survival analysis and Cox regression model was used for multivariate survival analysis. age, tumor size and number of removed superior mediastinal lymph node stations are the important prognostic factors. And in this kind of patients, lobe-specific systematic lymph node dissection may be a more efficient procedure during the surgery.
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